The lifecycle of a

mobile phone

Did you know more people have mobile phones than toilets around the world?
Yet have you ever stopped to consider how a mobile phone is made — or
what happens to old phones when they’re no longer wanted?

How is a mobile phone made?

Mobile phones are made from lots of different materials.
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Glass is the main material in the screen, but it’s not the same
g ) sort of glass that’s in your classroom windows. It’s been
mixed with some chemicals to make it much tougher.

Most phones rely on a type of rechargeable battery called
‘lithium ion’. It doesn’t weigh as much as other batteries and
can last for longer.
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Special chemicals bring colour to the screen and also turn
it into a touchscreen.
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All sorts of metals and chemicals are used in the ‘electronics’
in @ mobile phone. Some of these are toxic — like mercury —
and could be dangerous if we came into contact with them.

The battery case is usually made from a metal called
aluminium. This is the same metal used to make drinks cans.
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PRECIOUS METALS

Did you know mobile phones contain gold and silver?
These are metals more commonly used to make jewellery.
In fact, there’s enough gold in 50 mobile phones to make

one gold wedding ring!
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The job of the case is to protect the valuable contents inside
the phone from getting damaged, so it’s usually made from
sturdy metal or plastic.

Most people usually buy a new mobile after 18 months...

...\What happens to all the old phones?
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