M)

1800
The first
electric light is
invented by English

3

2003

Our reliance

® ® |
= on electricity is
- Davy, which is :g*_. : v, el | m—
- followed by Thomas City endures e S—
600 BC = Edison’s more famous = R 2013
This is when historians believe = invention of the first blackout. People IS
electricity was first discovered by — commercially viable 1879 1926 L § | Y 1974 are stranded EIectncnty
a mathematic_ian called Tha]es of = light bulb — which went 1868 For the first time, 1886 L 3 Y 4 1951 - on subways, consumption
Mlle'Fus: He is §a|d to have rea!lsed that = mainstream — in 1879. : a utility company 1883 The first conversion substation was invented Work. starts on the - - A power station Thg computer Is borr:. commuters sleep from consumer
polishing a piece of amber with wool - The first power begins to sell The first plug and enabled high AC voltages to be converted National Grid so . 4 L S in Idaho broduces It is called the ‘Altair at work, travellers electronics — like
created a static charge, which attracted The first electric station is designed electricity from its and socket is into manageable sizes, via a ‘transformer’, so electricity can be made 4 | s electricif from a (below) but it isn’t until a are stuck at tablets, mobile
objects, like feathers. He was the first battery (left) is and built by Lord power station in unveiled in England. electricity could be safel3; T IR e h,omes. ava_ilable to everyone 1947 nuclear :/eactor few years later that the airports and phones and
person to record his findings. invented, paving Armstrong. He San Francisco to easily and cheaply. By :

‘PC’ goes mainstream sewage plants computers — has

This marked the

the way for the pioneered the use cystomers via electric The first R eroy.piocyctioniess

[ 1933, one in three British ) ) tart of I led by Apple, Tandy and malfunction. risen by 377%
1729 widespread delivery ~ Of hydroelectricity  power transmission  electrical railway 1905 people have electricity selulelelul SRl ilile L il Commodore. since 1970.
A ground-breaking discovery is of electricity o RRV/ET s lines. This heralded is constructed, Scientist Albert ® at home. residvggil:’lsdtl,\{\r/r?icl)l ;ho?;rusower I?)owe;' asitwas i, v
made that electricity is not just via wires. nETRgRS " a new era of bulk eI AR S EHIE LATE 1880s Einstein (above) in their d - then known —
enerated from rubbiyn matérials house. VORESY transfer of on Brighton ‘ ; kickstarts the science 1928 ) . o i o:o i o8
g g mater visit this historic : A he ‘War of the Currents’ take ' i jihe first British pylopyg
together but that some materials U electrical energy. : behind photovoltaic [
c%rry electrical charges called bouse todayiiy operation today. wace when Thomas Edison cells — the technology erected, near Falkirk in . g
2B ctors’ and some ot Northumberland. and Nikola Tesla clashed over used in solar power — Scotland. It takes another ®

which type of electricity supply
was best. Edison argued for
‘DC’ (direct current), while Tesla
advocated ‘AC’ (alternating
current). Tesla won,
but DC technology
is still used for
some devices.

five years to put up the
remaining 26,000
over the UK.

(‘non-conductors’). o

when he shows
that light can [
produce electricity.

- T 1939-1945 @ CO;

During World War I, 1956 - plelele)

electricity was a threat, The first nuclear The first commercial wave

J 1887

Wind turbines are
used to produce
electricity for the

2008

The Climate Change
Act becomes law and

1837
The first
commercial electric

1881 U

The small town of Godalming
in Surrey attracted worldwide

: ower station to T the UK Government
motor (below) attention for becoming the first to first time. y o ,I'ght gllowed WS U gepnerate energy on S?ggf;ifetlrc;?i%t;ig:ggi?y pledges to cut carbon
1600 1780-1850 | was unveiled by inst.all a.pul.olic elggtricity supply. 1884 . / to ldgntlfy places tq bomb. an industrial SCale  from its base on the Scotiicn  dioxide (CO2) emissions
An English . R Thomas Davenport. It did this via a mill's waterwheel The modern steam turbine ‘ Strget lights were switched off opens at Calder HE R e (o by 80% by 2050.
scientist, William The Inggstrial Revoluthn on the local river, the Wey. =iy conyerts the. ° during blackouts, and cars and Hall in Cumbria. produce enough electricity
Gilber’t, first takes place and production thermal energy in steam into = 1925 traffic lights were fitted with R T e,
oleel e vl processes shift from hand- mechanical energy and, in Scottish inventor, John Logie Baird, shutters, which led to
‘electricity’ from based technology to machines. I mtotelcelgmggl (e:?]erlgy e gives a demonstration of the first an increase in road
TRNCHNVRWSRE N  Driving these huge changes el St Y S — televised images. He went on to accidents.
: Parsons. This led to cheaper, : . .
amber: elektron. was the steam engine, more abundant electricity and - . achieve breakthroughs in the distance
which became the main heloed to advance mar%ne o over which these electrical images
ST 60 [BreTE P vy could be transmitted. In 1928, he
= indusl?[ry transport and naval warfare. ol introduced the first commercially N
Sources: Smashing Lists, British Energy, Harvard, About.com, UK i __‘_‘_‘_‘_'_'_'__‘——- made teleViSion Set (left) in the UK ]
reigesame i ) epr EDUCATION
Amencon Nuclear oty BBC. H.fington Fost Depsrtment of ENERGY inspiring the next generation
Energy and Climate Change.




