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Insects come in many shapes and sizes – use this chart 
to discover what sort of insect you find.

Is it long with a soft body?

Does it  
have legs?

Does it have
pincers at
the end of
its body?

Does it have 
prolegs?

These are leg-like
limbs that protrude 
from its abdomen.
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CATERPILLARS
GRUBS

MAGGOTS

EARWIGS

BEETLES

This key  
doesn’t include  
all insects. If you  
have something  

that’s not on this list 
then just record it as 

‘unknown’.

DID YOU  
KNOW?

Maggots turn into flies,  
grubs turn into beetles, 

and caterpillars
turn into butterflies  

and moths.

START HERE

Is it thinnest  
in the middle of  

its body?

No

No

No
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